Dear Friends,

Edward Hays in A Pilgrim’s Almanac lifts a question “Which
way to Bethlehem?”” Each year we rejoice in this marvelous
season of Christmas. It is a time for celebration, gift-giving and
remembering with cards, letters and parties. The reason, of
course, for all the music and lights, the festive spirit and good
feelings, is an event that happened in a small Palestinian
village where the Jewish prophets had foretold that the Messiah
would be born. When the birth took place, it seemed that no
one remembered the ancient prophecy, and so people were
looking for Emmanuel in other places. Perhaps they were too
busy to remember the words of the prophets. This invites the
question we need to ask ourselves, “Does history repeat itself?”

Jesus as prophet said, “Again, I tell you... where two or three
are gathered in my name, there [ am in their midst.” (Matthew
18:20). We should resurrect these words from the depths of our
minds and waken them for our slumbering spirits. For taken in
their fullness, they contain the most radical of truths. Where
two or three are united in prayer, in love, in justice, hope,
affection and work, that place can be called Bethlehem. It is a
place where once again the Divine Presence becomes a reality,
the birthplace of Emmanuel, God-among us.

The idea of the Messiah coming into the world in the midst of
sheep, goats and other animals in some stable-cave, was at
best, unbelievable to the people at the time of Christ’s birth.
But is it any easier for us to believe that Jesus becomes a living
reality in our kitchen, bedroom, automobile or workplace?

Each Christmas we are reminded not to make the mistake made
by the people of Israel so long ago. We may become so busy
decorating, preparing food, practicing music and cleaning in
preparation for the celebration of Christmas, that we actually
miss the coming of Christ. Hurt feelings, anger, impatience,
injured egos—the list of clouds that busyness creates to blind
us to the birth event can be lengthy, but it is familiar to all of
us.

My friends, take time to be aware that in the very midst of our
busy preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth in ancient
Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in the Bethlehems of our homes
and daily lives. Take the time—make the time to unite with
your family, friends and church, in prayer, in love, in justice,
hope, affection and work, for as you do, that place can be
called Bethlehem, It is there that the presence of the Christ
Child may be found. And that is the “Way to Bethlehem”!

May Christ fill your Season! Merry Christmas!
Pastor John

Save the Date!

St Stephen’s Christmas Concert
@ / We’re having a “Messiah” Sing
On December 13th at 7:30 pm
Anyone who would like to sing is WELCOME!

Any questions, call me at 267-980-5906 or email
trishmusic25@hotmail.com
Thanks, Trish Conover
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“ Coming Soon to our Narthex
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Traditional German Christmas Goodies!
"The Martha Circle will be selling Springerle & Pfeffernus
Cookies and Christmas Stollen (a sweet bread with fruits &
nuts). These will be available on Sunday, December 13th &
20th between and after both Services.

Fair Trade Products

The holidays are coming! Need a hostess gift? Need a gift for
your co-workers? Need a gift for a Pollyanna? Hosting a dinner
at your house? Remember the fair trade products we sell on the
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. Our coffees: both plain and
flavored, our organic teas; English breakfast,
green and Earl Grey: our organic hot cocoa
mix and our divine Chocolates, are all Fair
Trade certified. Your purchases help support
Lutheran World Relief and assist farmers
and their families. Your purchases also help the congregation
of St. Stephen’s Church participate in global assistance.

Remember to support this important outreach opportunity
during the holiday season!
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Be sure to pick up your Advent Devotions from
“On Eagles’ Wings” in the Narthex

Your Secrets are Safe with us......Help create a
St. Stephen’s Cook Book. We are looking for favorites and
family secrets. Yum, Yum, yum. Please drop your recipes into
the Red Recipe Box located in the narthex. Thank you

Susan Gordon, Fellowship

We're Cookin' too!!

Take a large piece of Genesis, add a dash of Proverbs, stir
gently, add seasoning to taste, simmer and serve. Join our
Bible Class each Tuesday 9:30 AM. Enjoy a feast for the soul.

o
WANTED: Christmas Carolers, cookies and
cookie tins. We would like to invite you to joir: PA
the Youth Group on the afternoon/evening of = # * @ ,
December 20th. Continuing our tradition, we P S
will meet at church and carpool to various %‘g’ ﬂé
locations. After caroling, we wish the person Merry Christmas
and present them with a small tin of cookies. If you have extra,
small cookie tins you’d like to donate, and/or if you’d like to
share some of your home-baked (freezable) goodies, please
bring them to church in December and give them to a Youth
Group member. Thank you

The Sunday School Teachers request that any show
of thanks be given to
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God Speaks Through His Word

Looking for good news? Read Luke 3:1-18f o r
wonderful promise of things to come. Read your bible
daily!

N
.

St. Stephen’s Lunch Bunch P
Thursday, December 17, 2009 .-

Out to
No meeting is scheduled. Entertainment will LUNCH‘
start at 11:45. We will have the pleasure of
hearing the wonderful voice of Cameron Chandler again. We
are having our luncheon at Fishers in Bensalem at 1:00 pm.
Choices are:
1. Flounder stuffed with shrimp
2. Chicken Oscar

Soup, vegetable, potato, coffee, tea & dessert including
entertainment will be $23.00 per person . Please make check
payable to St. Stephen’s Lunch Bunch and send to: Ann
Stellwagen, 432 Walnut Ave., Trevose, PA 19053 no later
than Dec. 11, 2009. Merry Christmas to All!

_m Sunday School Teacher asked her children as they were
on the way to church service, “And why is it necessary to be
quiet in church?” One bright little girl replied, “Because
people are sleeping?”

Godéb

How can | Help?

X /HOP program — Eat at IHOP, pay your check, ask for

receipt, deposit receipt in the appropriate box located in the
Narthex. St. Stephen’s will receive a 10% refund

% Food Bauk 6groceries are always needed to fill the

shelves for those less fortunate. Leave groceries on the
table in the Narthex.

X Reqlab 6 bring in your old newspapers, junk mail and
magazines. In the lower parking lot there is a yellow and
green container. Abitibi Consolidated will pay St.
Stephen’s church for old paper per ton but they will not
take phone books or cardboard.

x Join Te Chotw O All voices Welcome!

Youth Choir (combined Junior and Youth Choir) meets
every Thursday 6:30 — 7:15 PM

This choir will sing every 2nd & 4th Sunday, both services
Adult Choir - meets Thursdays 7:30—9 pm

December 24th
Christmas Eve Services
6:00 pm Family/Children’s service

8:00 pm Candlelight/Worship service
10:00 pm Communion Candlelight service

Note: On Sunday December 27, 2009
there will be only one service at 9:30 a.m.



Days of Christmas

The origins of the Twelve Days of Christmas
Song is believed to date back to Medieval French
troubadours. The twelve days begin on Dec. 25™ and end on
January 6™ (The Epiphany.)

This period represents the cycle of birth to baptism. The lyrics
to the song that we sing today were first published in England
by J.O. Helliwell in 1842.

Thes ongo
|

gifts are hidd
Chri st t

S e
ian faith while h e

It is thought the gifts in the song were symbols used to help
children learn the tenets of their faith. Here is one
interpretation that we have heard:

The Partridge in a Pear Tree: Jesus Christ

Two Turtledoves: The Old and New Testaments

Three French hens: Faith, Hope and Love

Four Calling Birds: First 5 books of the Old Testament

Five Gold Rings: First 5 Books of the Old Testament

Six Geese a-Laying: The Six Days of Creation

Seven Swans a-Swimming: Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Eight Maids a Milking: The Eight Beatitudes

Nine ladies Dancing: Nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit

Ten Lords a Leaping: Ten Commandments

Eleven Pipers Piping: Eleven Faithful Apostles

Twelve Drummers Drumming: The Twelve Points of Doctrine in the
Apostles Creed

Reprinted from Traditions Choice MAGAZINE, Byers Choice, Ltd.
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Gommunity Retiues

x  December 4, 2009 8:00 PM Tri-County Band Holiday
Concert at. Council Rock High School South. Free
admission. For additional information,
call 215-357-5697

x  The Devon, 6319 Frankford Ave, presents Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Now through
Dec. 13" Call the Box Office at 215-338-6300.

x Glencairn MuseuIT%Chrls mas Concert on December

Elentaftrfsth féatrl]rgs 3ol |83

and the incomparable Glencairn Horns. Donations
welcome. Doors open at 7:30.

x Visita Living Nativity at Mt. Laurel. December 5, 6,

12, 13, 18, 19,and 20™ 5:00 — 8:00 PM. 13 Walk
through scenes. 200+ Cast members. Live animals.
520 Hainesport Rd. Mt Laurel, NJ. 856-235-1697

Visit Our Church Website
www.ststephenslutheranchurch.org

If you are an individual or group that would like
events/announcements/pictures on the church website
please contact Paul Boger at:
Paul@aktivewebdesign.com or call 215-230-9186
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Two Hands
@»k God gave us two hands, one to receive
q&gf//} with and one to give with — Billy Graham

Make a commitment to the Endowment fund
today.

744 Sympatty
The congregation would like to express its sympathy to the

family of Katharine Steinke on her death and entrance into
Eternal Life.

Financial Report as of October, 2009
(We’re in the red)

Contributions Received (Thank You): $169,969.72

Our Expenses: 199,972.13
Our Reserves were decreased by 30,002.41
Building Fund Contributions: $15,082.00
Mortgage payment 14,630.50

Please keep current with your offerings

Last Mailing
This December newsletter is the last issue to be mailed to you.
Starting with the January issue, the Spirit will be available at
the church website:

www.ststephenslutheranchurch.org

The Spirit can be accessed from the Home Page. For those of
you who do not have computer access, there will be paper
copies in the Narthex. Please leave your telephone number at
the Church Office for a callback if there are any special
concerns to be addressed. Copy deadline for the January issue
is December 9™,

Attention Readers

Book Review

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant

A novel narrated by Dinah, daughter of Jacob and his wife,
Leah. The book is based on Genesis, Chapter 34. The author
did extensive research to produce this work of fiction, but as in
all historical fiction, there is truth between the lines. Enter the
ancient Biblical world of shepherds, farmers, midwives, slaves
and artisans as Dinah, silent in the Bible, tells a tale of her
family, their struggles and their victories. A book which is
difficult to put down. Happy reading!

Joan Bowman, MLS
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